Perspectives on the Future of ROTC at Columbia

April 25, Monday, 7 pm, 301 Uris Hall

Panel and Public Discussion

Speakers (in order)

ERIC CHEN, GS 06, spokesman for Advocates for Columbia ROTC, is a US Army veteran and co-founder of the Columbia ROTC movement.

Prof. JAMES H. APPLEGATE (Astronomy, Columbia) joined the Columbia faculty in 1984. He has served in a variety of leadership positions within the Columbia administration, to include Chair of the Columbia College Committee on Admissions and Financial Aid from 1992-1994, the University's Strategic Planning Commission in 1992-1993 and the Commission on the Status of Women during 1997-2003, where he was an author of the Commission's Pipeline Report. Professor Applegate has been a University Senator since 1996 and is currently Co-Chair of the Task Force on ROTC.

Prof. LEWIS COLE (Arts and Sciences, Columbia) teaches Screenwriting at the School of the Arts, Film Division. He attended Columbia in 1964-68 and participated in the campus strike that, among other things, resulted in ROTC being put off-campus.


Prof. ALLAN SILVER (Sociology, Columbia) teaches in the Core Curriculum and gives graduate courses in politics; among his interests are citizenship and civil-military relations in democracies. As a member of the Columbia faculty, Professor Silver voted for the removal of Columbia's Navy ROTC program in 1969.

STEPHEN BROZAK, Columbia MBA 94, GS 82, worked for several Wall Street firms before co-founding his own company, Westfield Bakerink Brozak LLC, in 2001. Prior to his retirement from the US Marine Corps in 2004 as a Lieutenant Colonel, he served in the US, Europe, Asia, and the Middle East. His military activities ranged from tours of duty with NATO, the UN, and Joint Task forces. For the past year, Steve promoted a progressive reform platform as a Democratic Party candidate for the US House of Representatives: 7th Congressional District, NJ.


TAYLOR HWONG, CBS 06, is a Columbia graduate (SEAS 92) who participated in Army ROTC as an undergraduate. After graduation and commissioning, he earned a Master’s degree in mineral engineering at Berkeley and spent two years as a management consultant with Princeton Consultants, working primarily with financial services and pharmaceutical companies. Currently a Major in the US Army Reserves, Taylor has applied his Columbia education on active duty in locales ranging from Kansas to Qatar to Iraq to Afghanistan as a combat engineer, project manager and ministerial advisor.


SCOTT STEWART, GS 07, is a gay veteran who served as an enlisted Infantry soldier in the US Army. As a student at Austin Community College and Columbia University, he has been active in a variety of roles in student government. Scott is currently the Political Affairs Director of the Columbia University College Democrats.


Prof. DAVIDA KELLOGG (U. Maine) holds a BA from Barnard College, and an MA and PhD from Columbia University. Widely regarded as a preeminent authority on Military Ethics, she teaches Military History and Ethics for Army ROTC at U. Maine. She has also taught Naval Navigation for Navy ROTC and Ethics for Air Force ROTC, and has been a member of the U. Maine Committee on ROTC. For the past five years, Professor Kellogg has been a presenter at the Joint Services Conference on Professional Ethics.

SEAN WILKES, CC 06, attends Army ROTC through the Fordham University program. He is the chairman of Advocates for Columbia ROTC and a member of the Task Force on ROTC.

About Our Sponsors
Advocates for Columbia ROTC 

www.advocatesforrotc.org/columbia/
Columbia Alliance for ROTC

Students United for America 

www.columbia.edu/cu/su4a
Military in Business Association

www0.gsb.columbia.edu/students/organizations/miba/
Columbia College Republicans
www.columbia.edu/cu/gop

The College Republicans strive to promote active political dialogue on campus by representing students whose views coincide with the goals of the Republican Party.  We feel that ROTC cadets should train at Columbia if the facilities on campus can accommodate them, because by training in front of the men and women they will soon protect, it will instill pride in these future military leaders. Also, civilians deserve to view the training of the cadets who will sacrifice their lives for us and for our democracy. We lend our support to the movement to bring back ROTC.

Federalist Society

www.columbia.edu/cu/law/fed-soc

The Federalist Society supports open debate and discussion of all sides of the issue.  We believe that Academic Freedom means tolerating all view points, even ones that we don't agree with, and allowing those groups the ability to be heard.  We support this ROTC panel because it provides a much needed voice in a so far one sided debate at Columbia.  On the political issues we take no sides. 

Spencer M. Marsden (President Federalist Society)

