“Assistant secretary vickers, President faust, senator kirk, lieutenant general oelstrom, major general davenport, advocates for harvard rotc, Distinguished guests, EDUCATORS,  ADMINISTRATORS, students, Harvard class of 1960, friends, AND FAMILY MEMBERS – WELCOME TO THE 2010 HARVARD UNIVERSITY COMMISSIONING ceremony.”

“BEFORE i BEGIN MY REMARKS ABOUT THE CEREMONY YOU ARE ABOUT TO WITNESS, I WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE major chuck depriest, US Air Force Reserve (retired) who is present with us today.”

“AS A harvard student in the 1970s, Chuck depriest was a pioneer, convincing then harvard university president derek bok and others, to allow an accomodation for chuck to participate in air force rotc at mit. despite some opposition, chuck courageously completed his degree at harvard, completed air force rotc, and commissioned as a second lieutenant in the air force. All harvard cadets and midshipmen who commissioned through rotc since 1977 owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to chuck depriest and his courageous desire to serve his nation through military service, as so many harvard graduates have done since 1636.  PLEASE JOIN ME IN recognizing major chuck depriest with a round of applause.”

“Today’s commissioning ceremony marks the transition OF THESE officer candidateS IN FRONT OF YOU from cadet or midshipmen into commissioned officers in the united states army, the united states marine corps, and the united states navy. These young MEN AND women are about to take an oath to support and defend the constitution of the united States. ThIS oath was established on June 1st, 1789, as the united states’ first law to ensure civil and military leaders’ allegiance to the country.”

“THESE TWELVE STUDENTS, AS POST 9-11 VOLUNTEERS, CHOOSE SERVICE TO OTHERS OVER SERVICE TO THEMSELVES DURING THIS PERIOD OF CONFLICT, FULLY KNOWING THEY WILL LIKELY BE IN HARM’S WAY. THESE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN ARE THE LATEST PERSONS TO CONTINUE HARVARD’S CENTURIES LONG TRADITION OF SERVICE TO THE MILITARY AND THE NATION.” 

“HARVARD HAS A LONG HISTORY OF EDUCATING THE NATION’S MILITARY LEADERS AND PROVIDING SUPPORT TO AMERICA’S ARMED FORCES. JUST A FEW SHORT MONTHS AGO, IN NOVEMBER 2009, PRESIDENT FAUST JOINED THE CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY, GENERAL GEORGE CASEY, IN RECOGNIZING HARVARD’S 17 MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS BEHIND ME IN MEMORIAL CHURCH. THIS IS MORE THAN ANY OTHER UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE EXCEPT FOR SERVICE ACADEMIES. ADDTIONALLY, HARVARD GRADUATES RECEIVED NUMEROUS AWARDS FOR VALOR: THIS INCLUDES 78 DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSSES, 31 NAVY CROSSES, 1 AIR FORCE CROSS, AND 10 SILVER STARS THAT WE KNOW OF. HARVARD IS CONTINUING ITS HERITAGE OF PRODUCING WARRIOR SCHOLARS. JUST THIS YEAR, TWO RECENT ROTC GRADUATES WERE RECOGNIZED FOR OUSTANDING SCHOLARSHIP, ONE AS A RHODES SCHOLAR, AND ONE AS A GATES MILLENIUM SCHOLAR.  WE ARE TREMENDOUSLY PROUD OF THIS CONTINUING HERITAGE AND FOR THE OUTSTANDING MILITARY LEADERSHIP THAT HARVARD HAS PROVIDED OVER THE LAST 4 CENTURIES. ” 

“TODAY, HARVARD’S TRADITION OF SERVICE TO THE NATION CONTINUES THROUGH THESE SOON TO BE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS BEFORE YOU.  THEY ARE THE NEWEST MEMBERS OF THE EVER GROWING ‘LONG CRIMSON LINE’.  SINCE 1636, THOUSANDS OF HARVARD GRADUATES HAVE ANSWERED THE CALL TO MILITARY SERVICE, INCLUDING THOSE COMMISSIONING THROUGH THE RESERVE OFFICERS TRAINING CORPS INTO THE US ARMY, MARINE CORPS, NAVY, AND AIR FORCE. THESE TWELVE OUTSTANDING CADETS AND MIDSHIPMEN WILL BRING GREAT HONOR UPON HARVARD AND WILL PROVIDE OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP TO THE NATION AND TO ITS MILITARY SERVICEMEMBERS AS SECOND LIEUTENANTS IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY AND MARINE CORPS AND AS ENSIGNS IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY.”

