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                                                                                                                    Henry Waller


Henry L. Waller   Post Office Box 20466                   Park West Station New York, NY 10025

February 11, 2005 

Mr. Eric Chen









       Mr. Sean Wilkes







        Advocates for Columbia ROTC

Dear Eric and Sean:

By way of personal background, I am a second year student in the MBA program at Columbia University. Prior to enrolling in the Graduate School of Business I served in the United States Navy. I received my commission from the Naval Officer Candidate School in Newport, Rhode Island. 

I have followed with interest your efforts to return the Reserve Officer Training Corps program to the campus of Columbia University and would like to extend my wholehearted support to this endeavor.

The United States has from its inception cherished a role for a civilian educated military. In order to lead a force that is in many ways more diverse than the country itself, the officers must bring perspectives and educations from varied backgrounds. While the defense of the country could be managed by officers recruited solely from service academies, we as a nation have always recognized the value of officers educated outside the gates of those institutions. By shuttering the doors of the ROTC, Columbia has abdicated both its ability to influence and its responsibility to educate the future leaders of our government.

While many who are commissioned as officers choose to make a career in the military, others like myself choose to return to civilian life and to apply the lessons learned in the service. Those lessons are many, but chief among them is a profound respect for the judgment and abilities of subordinates and the challenge of leading an organization filled with bright and talented workers. The enlisted ranks are populated with soldiers, sailors and airmen who are as well educated and intelligent as their civilian counter-parts. The skills that officers acquire in the military translate readily to the civilian world.

 

Finally, to those who maintain that the presence of ROTC on campus is unaligned with the goals of our academic community I would answer that contained within Columbia’s University’s mission statement is a declaration that “students with the will and ability to pursue their majors to the highest levels of scholarly sophistication are free to do so.” For the University to deny a role for ROTC within its broad community makes those noble words ring hollow.

As Alexander Hamilton correctly predicted in the Federalist Papers, “the support of a military force will always be a favorable topic for declamation.” I earnestly hope that Columbia University allows the ROTC program a full and fair voice to continue this debate with from within its community rather than from without.

Yours truly,

Henry L. Waller

GSB 2005

 

cc:        James A. Schmid III

            University Senator

